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Cultural heritage can be found in:
 Arboreta
 Archives
 Historical and archaeological sites/properties
 Historical societies
 Libraries
 Municipal offices
 Museums
 Zoos
 And more!
IMLS definition of “museums” and “libraries”
Role of cultural heritage organizations 
in whole-community recovery
 Community identity
 Essential records for continuity of government
 Educational value
 Economic health of community
 Gathering places
 To share resources and information
 To build relationships
 To educate cultural heritage and emergency management professionals
 To develop strong, ongoing networks to facilitate effective local response
Goals of cultural heritage emergency networks
Alliance for Response
www.heritageemergency.org/AfR
Local network – Alliance for Response NYC
Local network – AFR New York Capital Region
Local networks assisting local institutions
Statewide network – Massachusetts 
mblc.state.ma.us/costepma
mblc.state.ma.us/costepma/forms-and-
documents.html
Statewide network – Maine 
cercmaine.org
CERC: Maine
http://maine.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1511a3fb7cca4e39abd4da21855ba5ed
Statewide network – Hawaii
disasteralert.pdc.org/disasteralert
Organized in 1995, the Heritage Emergency National Task Force 
(HENTF) is a partnership of 58 national service organizations and 
federal agencies co-sponsored by FEMA and the Smithsonian 
Institution.
Heritage Emergency National Task Force
in the DHS Org Chart
 Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
 FEMA  USCIS  CBP  USCG  ICE  TSA  USSS
 Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration (FIMA)
 Office of Environmental Planning and Historic Preservation (OEHP)         
Risk Management Directorate   Mitigation Directorate  
Federal Insurance Directorate Fund Management Directorate
 Readiness Branch   Policy Branch   Integration & Technology Branch
 Heritage Emergency National Task Force (HENTF)
Organized in 1995, the Heritage Emergency National Task Force 
(HENTF) is a partnership of 58 national service organizations and 
federal agencies co-sponsored by FEMA and the Smithsonian 
Institution.
The mission of HENTF is to protect cultural heritage in our 
nation’s states, tribes, territories, and local communities from the 
damaging effects of natural disasters and other emergencies.

Identify affected cultural institutions
and historic sites 
 HENTF members
 Federal agencies
 State cultural and emergency management agencies
 State archives/museum/library associations
 Regional archives and museum associations
 Regional conservation/preservation centers
 Local or state cultural heritage emergency networks
afrnyc.org
Alliance for Response NYC
Statewide network – Colorado 
chrtaskforce.com
Tropical Storm Harvey
NASA JAXA, Hal Pierce
Statewide network – TX-CERA
FEMA Resource & Document Library
fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/113297
National Preparedness Report
National Preparedness Report
Mission Areas and Core Capabilities

Challenges
 Leadership and engagement
 Funding and staffing
 Building and sustaining relationships
Benefits of public-private partnership
 Enhance situational awareness
 Improve decision making
 Access more resources
 Expand reach and access for communication efforts
 Improve coordination with other efforts by segments of the private sector
 Increase the effectiveness of emergency management efforts
 Maintain strong relationships, built on mutual understanding
 Create more resilient communities
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